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Located in Mississauga, Ontario, the Churchill Meadows Community
Centre and Sports Park transforms a 50-acre former agricultural field
into a richly textured park centered on a pavilion-like building.

The Community Centre is ringed by extensive glazing, and its entrance
elevation is clad in white standing-secam metal, modulated with bold
faceting that opens up the building’s form rowards approaching visitors
and the sky above.

Interior spaces are arranged into two bars running the building's
length. The eastern bar holds the changerooms at grade, with a teach-
ing kitchen, multi-purpose rooms, and a fitness arca on the mezzanine
level above. To the west, a wider bar houses the triple gymnasium,
lobby, and aquatics hall. Here, the sculptural ceiling’s inverted peaks
diffuse natural light from a series of sawtooth skylights, with an over-
all effect evoking serenely lit caverns.

In the lobby, a generously proportioned switchback stair provides clear
wayfinding to the mezzanine level, and allows for views to the pools,
gym, and park.

The fully glazed park-facing elevations to the west and south boast
a striking exterior canopy that extends and makes visible the building’s
mass timber structure, The canopy is clad in an expanded aluminum
mesh that protects the wood from the elements, while filtering light
to mitigate glare inside the lobby, pool, and gym.

MJMA also completed the park’s masterplan and the design of the
park’s initial phase, allowing for an exceptional programmatic and
formal integration of community centre and park. The building is set
diagonally with respect to the urban grid, with its four elevations
facing each cardinal direction, and the playing fields and courts are
aligned with it for optimal solar orientation. Parking areas are pushed

asove The design of Churchill Meadows Community Centre and Sports Park entailed a single architecture firm working on the site's masterplan

as well as the building and its surrounding landscape.

to the north and south ends of the site, so that park and building can
occupy an uninterrupted car-free zone. The park includes a covered
walking track that rings the building, and sports ficlds and courts
spread across a landscape whose gently rolling hills, made from soil
reclaimed during building excavation, offer elevated seating and view-
ing points. At virtually every point inside the building, the facility’s
primary program spaces are transparent to the outside. The experi-
ence throughout is accompanied by panoramic views through the
array of glulam columns into the park.

Jury Comment :: The Churchill Meadows Community Centre and
Sports Park is a welcome addition to the community of Mississauga,

Ontario. With the Community Centre at the heart of the design, the
building creates spaces of safety, accessibility, and equity for all users.

The scale and massing of the building creates a new landmark in the
suburban landscape, with the expression of materials and structure
being key. A nuanced understanding of light and transparency between
the inside and outside creates a delightful play of shadow and light.
The jury was taken by balance between sensitivity and pragmatism, the
consistency of concept and detail, and the durability of the execution. €A
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