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Local Catalyst

MJIMA integrates a park and diaphanous community center on former farmland in Mississauga, Ontario.

BY ALEX BOZIKOVIC
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT NORSWORTHY

ON A HOT summer Thursday, a CI'OWI:I OEPKTCﬂtS gﬂ.thcrcd ona
bench at Churchill Meadows Park in Mississauga, Ontario. As they
rested with their backs against the glazed wall of the site’s newly com-
pleted community center, watching their kids in the adjacent play-
ground, they were protected by an airy overhang on the building’s west
facade that serves as a shading device, shielding them from the inten-
sity of the sun without blocking its light. This 200-foot-long expanse
of aluminum mesh, supporred by spruce glulam (GLT) framing, runs
along the whole length of the building—a heroic gesture that’s also
thoroughly hospitable.

Designed by the Toronto firm MJMA, Churchill Meadows in-
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cludes the 73,500-square-foot steel and concrete structure and the
attached 35-acre park. The buildings singular architecture was de-
signed to bring the two parts of the project together, says MJMA part-
ner Ted Watson, who led the project with founding partner David
Miller and principal Chris Burbidge. “That was the opening gambit,”
Watson says. “How can the park be better for the building, and how
can the building be better for the park?”

MJMA’s answer to that question was to treat the large structure as a
pavilion: they made it a highly transparent monelithic bar and oriented
it north=south, squarely on the park. Inside, a double-height lobby at
its center connects visually to the landscape beyond. It is flanked by
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THE BUILDING'S
east half houses the
changing rooms at
grade (left), witha
kitchen, mechanicals,
and viewing and
multipurpose areas
ona second floor.
Supported by the GLT
structure, the mesh
overhang (opposite)
reveals double-height
pool and gym spaces.
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sports facilities: to the south is a triple gym; to the north, an aquatic
center with a six-lane, 25-meter lap pool and a leisure pool. A grand
stair made of GLT leads up to a second floor that runs along the east
side of the building. This balcony-like space provides glazed viewing
areas and access to community rooms, workout studios, and a kitchen.
A large mechanical room is also tucked in here, concealing pool venti-
lation equipment that would otherwise mar the landscape.

All of these rooms have been well used since the center opened
during the pnndemic, says Raj Sheth, Mississauga’s director of facili-
ties and property management. The center sits on the western edge of
the suburban city of over 800,000 people that borders Toronto. The
site, formerly a farm, had been pur aside by the municipality for a new
park, but rapid growth in the area, home to many South Asian immi-
grants with multigenerational families, led civic officials to add a
recreation center as well. “Typically, a park is built, and the commu-
nity center comes later, and the two are quite separate,” Sheth ex-
plains. “This was a perfect storm, a chance for us to do both at the
same time.”

MJMA, which specializes in this building type, won a unified
contract for the entire project—the structure and grounds. The office
also includes landscape architects, so the design team was able to work
“in a totally integrated way,” says project architect Tyler Walker.

With control over the site plan, the designers placed the driveways
and parking on the east of the building. The park is on the west side,
sheltered from traffic, and includes a playground, sprinklers, sports
courts, and a skate park. (Beyond these, soccer and ericket fields, as
well as tennis courts, will be delivered in a future phase.)

The building, despite its considerable bulk, has a minimal presence

in the landscape. Its two main facades each wear a uniform white
cladding, On the east side, standing-seam metal folds inward to frame
windows into the community rooms and first-floor corridor. On what
the architects have dubbed the “porch” to the west, expanded alumi-
num mesh wraps around the GLT members, modulating daylight
while visually reducing the building’s scale. Seven triangular light
monitors on the roof pull north rays down into the interior.

Inside, the architecture is just as rigorous and spatially inventive.
Walker points to the “inverted landscape” of the pool ceiling—a range
of peaks and valleys that manages sound reflections and modulates
light from above. Even the GLT stair up to the second floor is a feat: it
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A CENTRAL double-
height lobby (above)
is flanked by the
glazed and skylit
sports facilities: a
gymnasium to the
south side (left) and
pools to the north

| (opposite).






